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Conservetor of Forests. 
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your information copies of correspondence 
between the Cyprus Government and the 
Secretary of State on the catchment area 
of the Jorden, 
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Monsieur le Haut-Commissaire, 















Lors des derniéres opérations de rectifi- 
cation de frontiére effectuées entre la Syrie et 
le Liban d'une part et la Palestine dtautre part, 
les terrains dépendant du village de RIHANIE se 
sont trouvés partagés entre les trois Etats sus- 
nommés, 

Ce partage a eu pour effet de rendre ex- 
trémement difficile et délicat le recouvrement des 
impdts fonciers dus par les propridtaires desdita 
terrains, 

Le Gouvernement Libanais et le Gouvernement 
de 1'Etat de Syrie m'ont fait part de leur adésir 
dtarriver & une détermination exacte de la superfi, 


eie de leurs parts respect ives et ils ont sageéré 


SON EXCELLENCE SIR J.R. CHANCELLOR 

Haut-Commissaire de Sa Majesté 

Britamique en Palestine 
JERUSALEM 








& cet effet la désignation 4'une Commission composée des 
Mohassebs de MERDJAYOUN, de KUNEIPRA et de SAFED qui se~ 
raient chargés de ladite répartit ion, 

J'ai 1"homeur de prier Votre Excellence 
de bien vyouloir me faire savoir si cette suggestion ren~ 
contre son agrément et, dans 1'affirmative, quelles sont 
les dispositions utiles qu’Elle compte prenire en we de 
sa réalisation. 

Le lieu de le réunion de 1a Commission 
en question serait laissé au choix de Votre Excellence./. 

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Haut-Commis~ 


saire, les assurances de ma trds haute cons idération. 











Agriculture] Office, 
Ramalleh, 
Sth Jue, 1938. 


Director of Agriculture & Fisheries, 
thro 
Agricultural Officer, Jerusalem District. 


Subjecti=- Tpip to agaba from 15.4.38 to 19.4.38. 


At 2 pom. on Friday 15th April 1938 we left 
Jerusalem to Beershebe. The weather wes hot with Bight 
easterly winds. The number of eeees was 3 and the passengess 
were the following:- 


Director of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
Economic Advisér to the High Commissioner. 
Chief Fisheries Officer. 

Agricultural Officer, Jerusalem District. 
Assistant Chief Fisheries Officer. 
Agricultural Inspector, Ramallah. 


At about 3.15 we arrived at Hebron where we stayed 
for some 15 minutes during which time the Director of Agricul- 
ture visited the offices of the Asst. District Commissioner 
at Hebron. We then left to Beersheba leaving the Director of 
Agriculture behind us and waited for him at the Poultry Station 
near Beersheba and the quarantine post. Here we stayed for 
some 30 minutes and then continued to Beersheba. We arrived 
there at about 5 p.m. 

















All stayed for the night at the Government Rest 
House. Having rested for a while we loitered about in the 
town ond leter were entertained to dinner by Aref Bey Aref, 
the District Officer of Beersheba. 


At 7 a.m next Saturdey morning the 16th April 1938 
we left Beersheba on our way to Aqaba. Our party wes here joined 
by the Agricultural Inspecter of Beershebe and the Inspector of 
Police Hassan Eff, Tuffeha. 


At 8.15 we reeched the Kurnub Police Post which is 
42 kns. from Beersheba, Here we had our breekfast. The Director 
and Mr. Walsh visited the ruins in the vicinity. From Kurnub 
we departed at 9.30 The lend stretching between Kurnub and 
Beersheba differs considerably in composition; it is mostly 





sendy olay of average cohesion; while some parts are clay lime. 
Valley slopes and beds were seen cultivated with winter crops 
and mostly barley. On the hills there could be seen some 
grasses suitable for grasing. This area, however, is devoid 
of artesian wells or rmning spring water. 


After Kurnub we arrived at 11 o'clock at Ain Hassab 
Post covering a distance of 48 kms. We stayed at this post for 
about an hour end snapshots were taken. There are two very 
large doum trees, The soil traversed is light sandy clay and 
adhesive clay sends. ‘he area is devoid of cultivation and 
water, except for Ain Hassab which is saline. 


Wo left Ain Hassab at 12 noon and arrived at Ghamr 
Post at 1.30 covering a distance of 42 kms. We took lunch at 


this post. The area we covered is barren except for some 
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grasses and shrubs. At Ghemr there are large tracts of land 
called Qas Saaydiyeen which are cultivated with cereals and 
have good pastures. No water is to be seen in this area. 


At 3 p.m we left for Ghidyan which we reached at 

6 p.m. The distance being 90 kms. The land traversed is barren 
ond the composition of the sokla ie mainly sandy lime. It is 
devoid of water except for certain saline infiltration springs 
ot Ghidyan Post. We stayed at this post for ebout 30 minutes, 
The Chief Fisheries Officer, had already left before us but it 
appears that he lost hie wy and had to return to Ghidyan whence 
ell set out together. 


We left Ghidyan at 6.30 to Murashrash Police Post 
which 1s on the western shore of Agaba Gulf. We arrived at 
8.30 covering distance of 42 kms. We traversed this route 
in the dusk and it was therefore difficult to distinguish the 
type of soil and gress It is however, full of shrubs end 
desert trees. It is barren, waterless and not cultivated. 





We camped near the Police Post on the beach and 
stayed for the night 


Strong easterly winds blew that night, but the 
beauty of Secture srowmd the Gulf and the clear moonlight 
made us forget the severity of the winds and the weariness 
of the journey. 


Remarks on Wedi Araba. 
The area stretching from Kurnub post to Aqaba Gulf 


is called Wadi Arabe. 











-a= 


1. Some reference was made to the composition of 
the soil et various points of our route. 


2. Most grasses geri there consist of shrubs, 
buckthorn & Camel thorn etc.. 


Possible Developments in Wadi Araba. 

Before contemplating eny agricultural development of 
Wadi Araba, two mejor problems uust be solved:- 

1, Aveilabilify of water to an extent sufficient 

for both people and agriculture. 

2. Construction of dams to prevent soil and crops 
being washed away by torrential rains and streams flowing 
down this wedi, 


If water wes made available and dams constructed it 
would be possible to utilize the lands of wadi Areba for 
agricultural purposes. Climate end soil conditions are mdoub- 
tedly suitable for tropics] plants and crops end probably 
sub-tropicel. 

At 2.30 p.m on 17,4.38 we left the camp to visit 
Ageba village some 7 kms ahead. We arrived aromd 3 p.n. 





Agaba is s small village. It is within Transjordan 
territory snd administered by the Transjordan Government. It 
is populated mostly by Hedjazi end Transjordan people. There 
ere & fewe simple shops. Generally speaking the people are 
generally idle and depend for their living on the shell fishing 
industry. The outstanding industry and probebly the only one 
is basket making from pelm leaves. 


There is also @ humble public health centre and a 


police post. 








The Se oe King Hussein lies in ruin except for 
its frontage. Opposite the Police Post there is a simple 
station for meteorological observations of rainfall, heat, 
wind and humidity. 


In the evening we returned to our camp at Murashrash 
whers we stayed for the night. 


Return Trip. 
At 9 a.m on 18.4.38 we loft Murashrash vie a route 


within Egyptian territory. The way was very bad with diffioult 
bonds und climbs. The route runs between high rocky, sandy and 
limy mountains, Some parts are dark black and some are light 





coloured, The comtry is wmoultivated ond waterless except for 
some desert grasses, After a distance of 18 kms we arrived at 
Neged post at 11 a.m which we soon left to Kuntilla post 50 kms. 
ahead and arrived at 12.15 p.m. The comtry is totelly desert 
and contains scattered desert grasses. In this desert we can 


seo the mirage. 


Kuntille Police Post is built on a comparatively 
high mound. At this post there is an artesian well with an engi: 
ne, a water reservoir and watering throughs. We limched here 
and stayed till 1 p.m. 


We left Kuntilla to Quseima et a distance of 97 kns 
which we arrived at 3.15, 


Tn this part of the coumtry we could see that 
most parts of the wadi bed are cultivated with winter crops 











and these are in good condition. The soil is rather sandy 
and is full of grasses. 


We left Quseima at 3,20, and so passed out from 
Egyptian territory into Palestine territory. We arrived at 
Auja Hafir at 4 p.m after a distance of 29 kus. The land is 
fer better here and is cultivated with winter crops, mostly 
barley, and in a very good condition. The vegetation changes 
here from desert to maritime and sandy grasses such as thistle, 


wood sorrel, mouse thorn etc.. 


We stayed the night at the Government Rest House 
at Auja Hafir, which is a small village laid out by the 
Turkish Government but not completed. 


as at 
On hill is a lay out for a hospital 


as well as the ruins of an old monastery. 


At 8 a.m on 19.4.38 we departed to Asluj a distance 
of 43 kms and arrived at 9 o'clock. The land is mostly light 
clay lime end generally cultivated with winter crops. Grasses 
here are abundant and varied but similar to coastal grasses. 


We left Asluj at 9.25 to Beersheba which we reached 
at 10 covering a distance of 35 kms. The soil of this area 
is sandy and clay sand in the parts approximating Beersheba. 
Most of the lends are cultivated with winter crops and contain 
similar to those of the previous area. 





various grasi 


At about 11.30 we left Beersheba to Jerusalem which 
we reached at about 2 p.m. This eneded the trip. 











ais 


I feel it is incumbent upon me at last to thank 
the Director of Agriculture and the Agricultural Officer, 
Jerusalem, for this opportunity of a trip in their company. 


I am ete., 
(Sga.) z 
Agricultural I: otor 
Hamlin 
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Reference to previous correspondence: 


MOeeeeeceee 


Te Chief Secretary presents his complinents 


the District Commissioner, Nor thern District, 


Orecrecerrercasesages seenseeee 





and hae the honour to enclose the under- 


EAPROPAEETE 
wentioned documents for. Perr Tons and 


retention 


Palestine-Syria Prontier. 
Subject .... 








50 41.29 Despatch ho.146 from High Commissioner 


for Syria and the Lebanon. 
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/ ) pebruery, 1929 
REFERENCE Wo. 1624/29. 


Your Rxeel leney, 


T neve the honour to refer 
to your despstch No. 146, deted the 
30th Jonusry, releting to the frontier 
detween Pelesting and Syrio os effecting 
the villege of Riheniyeh. 
2. I om cousing the neocessery 
inquiries to be mede ond will send Your 
Bxcelleney @ full stetemet of my views 
in due course. 


I heve the honour to be, 
Your Bxcellency's 


obedient servent, 


HIGH COMMISSIONER 
FoR PALS. TINE 


His gxcellency 
The High Commissiouer 
for Syris & the Lebsnon 
Betrout. 








DISTRICT COMMISSIONER'S OFFIGES, 


ly please quote 


Chief Secretary, 
Jerusalen 


Subject it~ Palestine - Syria Frontier 
Keference:- Your No.1624/29 of 8,2.29 


I know of no village named Rihannie which 
is crossed the boundaries of Palestine, Syria, 
and Grand Liban, 


lahecs 4G Ger Laie % oleckd, 








































cory A 


BUA DU-@RAND LIBAN a 
SANDJid DU LIBAN SUD ANNEE 1928 


t de repartition proportionelle des dimes et du Wergho 
entre les Services financiers de Palestine et du Grand Liban 





(Application de 1'Accord de bon Voisinege Art. IV) 





Proprietes coupees Pourcentage du Pourcentage de RBNAKQUE 
par la frontiere Grand-Liban la Palestine 
Village de 








JOUKLY 10 90 Percu par le Palestine 
Voir N.B. infine 

THhKBIAbA 5 95 Percu par 1a Palestine 
HAM 95 5 Percu par le Grand Liban 
ALLA CHOOB 95 5 do 

SMOUKHA 75 25 do 
SAASSSAAK 3 97 Pereu per 18 Palestine 
YAKOUK 90 10 Perou par le Grand Liban 
MAKOUN 50 50 do 

ALtAROUN 80 20 do 

BADES 1 99 Percu pab le Felestine 
“ELIDA 15 25 Pereu par le Grand Liban 
MIS KLJABAL 75 25 do 

MAWAKA 50 50 Percu par 1a Pelestine 
MoUNIN 10 90 do 

OUbEISSE 862/3 33/3 Poreu par le Grand Liban 
MBTOULLE 20 80 Perou par 1a Palestine 
Dblk MINAS 75 25 Percu par le Grand Liban 
ABLEL KAM BE 10 90 Percu par la Falestine 
KBFRR KIDDA 75 25 Pereu par le Grand L{ban 








N.B. En ce qui concerne 1a perception des dimes, Jourdy est considera comme 
un tout. 

En ce quie concerne le perception du Wergho ce meme village se subdi- 
visait en deux agglomerations Jourdy et Idmet. Idmet passe entierement en 
Palestine et represente 2/3 de l'ensemble de Jourdy~ldmet. 

Les 104 revenant au Grand=Liban sont donc a calculer pour 1'impot du 
Wergho sur les 2/3 de l'ensemble de Jourdy-Idmet ./. 


Arrete a Sida, le 16 Octobre 1923 
Signe: ANDREWS Signe PINCON a Saida 


Administrative Officer Inspecteur des Services Administratif 
a Nazareth 
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du 


Wergo entre les services financiers de Palestine 





Syrie. 














(Application de l'accord de bon voisinag 
de 1a date an £/2/1926 = Art.IV. - pour 1 
mois courant de 1.4,28=31.12.28) 











Propriete's coupees 
par le frontiere 
Village a 














Shoka 25% 75% 
Khirbet es Somman 15% 85; 
Graba 90 
Mughar Shabeent 33 
Banias 40 60 
Tel-Azisiat 40 60 
Ain Fitt 50 50 
barkiat Loutiat 50 50 
Ain Hamoun Darbschie 25 75 
Ain Minte 50 50 
Dardare 90 10 
Jelabinas 80 20 
Drei jat 60 40 
Nueira 99 1 
Almin 80 20 
Jraba 80 20 
Rafit 99 1 
Butetha 5 








Administrative Officer fficier de 
Nazareth Area aku 





Sped/ L. Andrews Sgd/ F. Grall. 


LS MINISTHE DES PINANCES 
DB L'STAT Us SYRIE 


Sed/ Jemi2 








chaj. 











revise 
eut 





Kemarques 





Percu par la 
Palestine 

do 
Percu par 1a 
Surie 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


do 





Officter de 
Kenseignenents 
abDEKAA. 

Sgd/ Bonnette 
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Chief Secretary | 


High Commissioner 


7 pe 
iy 





$624 /ry 
fees 
WCE ye Syne 


Yuw Geel rey 3 
| have Ihe Minow fo Hefty bb 
bey yin Thapar Ne (46 lee 
Bol. Janay 5 Hla Bue to lke 
Palobun~ Syria ptr ao 
Pecting Itt Village 4- 


Rihawt yet . 
De Hk Tepaten Neigh 
UY Kke ok Pee , | uipvud XC. 


Kaus ke Mttsay Wiguincr wm 
baup A% Gra ut 4 d0liw 
WA Wd be Sale Ree 

3. So fir 4s Cam be escevheee.3y 

fue lie "ONO Wea UW ie 

Spor Koc is village 4 heen 

ae WAAL — Lisesd by lke 

Alon 

ir Syme pee . Mv is 
Mn ay 4 Ike Lists 

he ee Y Le ble biteree, 

a POE avs fa 
ABOWA in 6 t ue ke wa 


Wyke Nee, 
USAW be Aatetiy, eeu 
ive. luca keualy SOA May 


iso Wren <bak ke 
STAG AK. 4 lkt- Vilage an. 
that yen . 


bhawn. - 


Ark 








7” Way, 1928, 





Your Excellency, 
I hevo the honour to refer to your des- 


potch Now148 of the SOth Januery, releting to 





er es effecting the 





the PelestineeSyria front 





villege of Ribani 





2. In my despetoh Hio.19 M of the 19th 








ory, 1 informed Your Sxcellenoy that the 


















necesssry inquiries were being mede and thet 
r statement would be sent to you. 


fer es can be sscertsined from the 





node on the spot there is no villege 
of thet newe which is crossed by the Palest ine~ 
Syrie frontier. Wor is it shown on any of the 
lists drewn up by sgreement between the tro 


Advi nistretions for the spportionment of 





tithes and werko duties. 
4. I shell be grateful, therefore, if Yar 
bxcellency would kindly send we furthér inform- 


ation ebat the location of the village of 





I have the honour to be 








Hie Sxcellency, f 
The High Commissioner for Syris snd the Lebanon, 
Beirut. 

















Any reply should 
The DIRECTOR OF Pi 





GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE, 


— DG) % PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 


JERUSALEM. 
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be 


Wo.970, 


(.1964/1614/85). Foreign Office, 


S.H.1. 
6th May, 1932, 
Sir, 

In ny despatch No.373, of Pebraary 16th, 
was enclosed an extract from the mimtes of a mooting 
on January 30th last of the Council of the League of 
Nations during its 66th Session, at which the Anglo- 
Pronch Agreement of October 3lst, 1931, concerning 
the frontier between Transjordan and Syria and the 
Jebel Druze was discussed. You will have observed 
from these mimates that, at the close of the 
discussion, the delegate of the United Kingdom stated 
that he had just been told that the formal approval 
of the Council had never boen sought for the frontier 
dividing Palestine from Syria and the Lebangn, which 
was delimited in 1922/1923, lord Cecil added that 
His Majesty's Goverment would lose no time in 
examining this question in consultation with the 
French Government, and that if any necessary measures 
had been overlooked, the appropriate action would be 
taken in agreement with the French Government to 
remedy the omission at a future session of the 
Council. The President of the Council, as representative 
of Prance, associated himself with Lord Cecil's 
statement. 

2. Just prior to the 66th Session of the 
Council, Monsieur Catastini, an Italian momber of the 
league Secretariat, had poimted out privately that, 
according to the Preanbles to the Mandates for Palestine 
and Syria, the Principal Allied Powers, (i.c.Great 
Britsin, Prance, Italy, and Japan) appeared to be the 


competent authorities for the definition of the baa 














of the respective mandated territories. In subsequent 
conversations at Geneva, Monsiour Oatastini implied that as 
the frincipal Allied Powers had ceased to exist as a body, 
the Gouncil of the League might now be regarded for thia 
purpose as succeeding them, He suggested that as the line 
laid down in the 1920 Convention had not been specifically 
approved by the Principal Allied Powers, it ought to be 
formally approved by the Council, and he urged that the 
section between the Mediterrancan and el liamme, as well as 
the Syria-Transjordan sector should be submitted to the 
Gouneil for approval. In these circumstances, Lord Cecil, 
after consultation with the French delogato, as well as 
with Monsieur Catastini, agreed to make tho statement 
referred to in the preceding paragraph. 

3. For your confidential information, the status 
of the Principal Allied Powers, and of tho Council of the 
League in this matter is, in the view of His Majesty's 
Government as follows:- 

4. At the San Remo Conference in 1920, at which 
the "A" Mandated Territories were allotted, it was decided 
that the Principal Allied Powers should not only select the 
Mandatories, but should also determine the boundaries of 
the territories concerned. ‘This princfple was subsequent ly 
embodied in Section VII of the unratified Treaty of Sévres, 
and at a still later date was reproduced in the first 
Recital in the Preamble to the Palestine Mandate, and in 
the corresponding section of the Preamble to the Syrian 
Mandate, these Mandates being confirmed by the Council of 
the league, and entering into force, before the Troaty of 
Sévres had been abandoned. The Treaty of Lausanne which 
eventually superseded that Trouty:was silent on the abject 
of the Mandated Territories. It provided, (Article 3), 
for the determination of the frontiers between Syria and 


Turkey, and between Iraq and Turkey, but otherwise the only 
relevan' 











relevant provisions regarding the territories Rying 

beyond these frontiers is contained in Article 16 of the 
Treaty, which states that "Turkey hereby renounces all 
rights and title whatsoever over or respecting the 
territories situated outside the frontiers laid down in 
the present troaty.... the future of these territories..... 
doing settled or to be settled by the parties concerned". 
The effect of Article 16 of the Treaty of Lausanne on the 
question of the determination of the boundaries of the "A" 
Mandated Territories is not entirely clear. It might be 
argued perhaps that the phrase “parties concerned" means 
the parties directly concerned in a particular frontier, 
and that the task of determining the frontiors vas thus 
removed from the Principal Allied Powers. ut it is 
doubtful whether so important a change can be assumed 

from the employment of such ambiguous and general words in 
a general article, applicable to all the territories 
detached from Turkey, and in strict law the Principal 
Allied Powers probably remainad, after the Treaty of 
lausanne, the competent authorities for the determination 
of the boundaries. ‘hether thie is true in the case of 
Iraq, aa Well as in that of Syria and Palestine (including 
Transjordan), is perhaps more uncertain. There in nothing 
in the Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of 1922 corresponding to the 
rolevant passages in the Preanbles to the Mandates for 
Syria and Palestine. Nevertheless, in view of the San Remo 
decision, the legnl position in regard to Iraq is possibly 
tho same as in regard to Syria and Palestine, In practice, 
however, in the case of all the Mandated Territories, the 
various boundaries have been fixed, after considerable 
diffioulty and delay in some cases, by direct negotiation 
vetween the parties immediately concerned, without reference 
to the Principal Allied Powers, the part assigned to the 
latter having come to be reyarded, with the lapse of | 











and in changed circumstances, as a dead letter. The 
Principal Allied Powers have long seased to act as a body, 
and no individual member has ever claimed to intervene. 

6. There were special reasons for approaching tho 
Oouncil of the League in connexion with the Iraq-dyria 
and the Transjordan-iyria sectors of the frontier laid 
down in the Franco-British Convention of December 23,1920. 
In tho case of the Iraq-Syria sector, llis Majesty's 
Government and the French Government were unable to reach 
agreement on the exact delimitation of the frontier, and 
the Franco-British Convention of 1920 stipulated that 
in gach an event recourse should be had to the Council 
of the League. Reference to the Council in the case of 
the Transjordan-Syria sector was necessary, because the 
Anglo-French Agreement of October 31, 1931, involved a 
definite modification of the frontier laid down in 1920, 
and therefore the Mandatories clearly required covering 
sanction in view of Article 5 of the Palestine Mandate 
and Article 4 of the Syrian Mandate, under which the 
Mandatorios are responsible for seeing that no part of 
the respective territories is ceded to, or placed under 
the control of a foreign power. ‘The same considerations 
do not apply in the case of the Palestine-Syria sector. 
That frontier waa demarcated on the basis laid down by 
Article 1 of the Franco-British Convention of December 23, 
192 by the Commission provided for in Article 2 of the 
sane Convention. The report of the Commission was formally 
accepted by His Majeaty's Government and the French 
Government in an exchange of Notes, dated March 7th, 1923, 
and, in accordance with paragraph 3 of Article 2 of the 
1920 Convention a copy of the Report was deposited, with 
copies of the Notes exchanged, in the Archives of the 
League of Nations, on February 6th, 1924. iis Majesty's 


Government therefore consider that no further eiiies 
vis-a-vis 











vis-a-vis,of the League, is called for in this case. 
The Council of the League, as such, is not responsible 
for the original determination of the frontiers of 
Mandated Territories, and the substance of the exchange 
of Notes of March 7th, 1923, no more appears to require 
their formal approval, therefore, than any other 
ingernational instrument which the Mandatories, vosted 
by the Mandates with control over the foreign relations 
of the respective territories, may conclude on their 
behalz, except on the assumption that the Council has 
muccedded to the rights of the Principal Allied Powers. 
His Majesty's Government, for their part, do not regard 
this assumption as legally sound, and would prefer not 
to comait themselves to it. 

7, It will, however, be best to deal with the 
somewhat complicated situation described in the preceding 
paragraphs in the light of common sense and good tactics, 
rather than on a strictly legal basis. The question of 
approval has eo far only been raised in regard to the 
Palestine-Syria frontier but the danger of admitting the 
necessity of obtaining approval for this Frontier lies 
in the possible creation of a precedent applicable to all 
the frontiers of the "A" Mandated Territories (other than 
those with Turkey, which were definitely provided for in 
the Treaty of Lausanne). An element of uncertainty would 
thus be introduced in regard to frontiers hitherto regarded 
as fixed, and the intervention of third parties might 
complicate relations with the foreign neighbours of the 
Mandated Territories. Moreover, an opportunity would be 
given to the Powers whose approval was sought to create 
difficultios and to extract advantages for themselves as 
the price of approval. A further consideration in the 
ease of Iraq is the time factor, in view of the possible 


connexion of the question with that of Iraq's admission to 
membership 

















monbership of the League in September noxt. 

6. For all these reasons His Majesty's Government 
would prefer not to have to seek the approval of the 
Council for the Palestine-Syria frontier. But thay do 
not wish, by denying the Council's competence, to raise 
the question of that of the Principal Allied Powers. 
They propose, therefore, to take no action unless pressed 
to sutmit the matter to the Council and in that ovent the 
best course seams to be to acquiesce without prejudice 
and to seek the approval of the Council in euch & manner 
es to comnit themselves as little as possible fo any 
principle of general application regarding the nocessity 
of doing 90. 

9. In these circunstanses, I request that you will 
inform the Prench Government, in such @ manner av you think 
best, that His Majesty's Governnont have examined the 
question of the frontier dividing Syria and the Lebanon 
from Palestine as promised by Lord Cecil and have come to 
the conclusion that no necessary measures have been over~ 
looked. His Majesty's Government would therefore 
propose to take no further action unless and until the 
point is again raised by sone menber of the Council or by 





tho League Secretariat. In the event of it being so 
raised they would propose to state that in thoir view no 








submission to the Council is necessary. everthelenas 
they would saturally be prepared, always without prejudice 
to that view, to aeck the formal approval of the Council 
for that frontier should any member of that body press 
them to do 90. 

10. I shall be glad to learn whether the Prénch 
Goverment concur in the procedure proposed. 

lu. 


























¢. 


a ll, The considerations which have influenced His 
Majesty's Government in this matter and which are set out 
in paragraphs 4 to 7 of this despatch should, as I have 
stated, be regarded es confidential and are primarily for 
your own information. I am content, however, to leave it 
to your discretion to make such use of the material 
contained therein as you think fit in discussing the 
question with the French Government, should they display 
any reluctance to agree to the course which His Majesty's 
Government wish to follow. I recognise that the question 
nay not have the sane importance for thom as it has for 
His Majesty's Government since no question of the approval 
of the frontiers between Syria and Turkey and between 
Syria and Iraq arises, while that of the frontier between 
Syria and Transjordan has already been disposed of, #0 
the submission of the Palestine-Syric frontier to the 
Council or to the Principal Allied Powers would not 
therefore have the same inconvenience as a precedent. 

It seems possible, however, that the French Government 
will agree with His Kajesty’s Government that there is no 
legal foundation for regarding the Council of tho League 
ag taking the place of the Principal Allied Powers for the 
parpoge of determining the frontiors of the "" Mandated 
Territories. 





I om otc. 
(Sgt) G.W. RBMDBL. 
(Por tho Secretary of State), 


Ro, CAMPBELL, 259. ,0.u.0. 


ete., tes, ete. 
PARIS, 














Y" RECEIVaR 
yun. Aga 
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Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit to you 





the paperf/ nated below on the subject of 


T have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your most obediont, humble servant, 


The High Commissioner 
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No.714. 
(31/9/52) . British Eubassy ; 
(E 2575/1614/65). paris. 


24th Mey ,1932. 


Sir, 
With reference to your despatch No.970 (B.1954/ 
1614/65) of the 6th i t, I have the honour to 


{inistry for Foreign Affeirs egree 








inform you thet the 
to the line which you propose should be adopted by the 
two governments in the matter of the cleim raised 

during the 66th Session of the Council of the Lesgue of 


Nations that the boundery dividing palestine from Syria 





end the Lebenon, es delimited in 1922-23, should have 


been submitted to the Council for spprovel. The 





Ministry think it probeble however thet the matter will 
be referred to egain, and that the two governments Will 
be obliged sooner or later to explain the reasons why 
they consider that no necessary formality has been 
neglected. 

2. I regret the deley in replying to your despetch 
which was due to the absence from Paris of the 


competent official at the Ministry. 





I have etc. 
(For the Ambassador). 
(8d) R.H.Camppell. 


The Right Honourable 
Sir John Simon,G.C.5.I. ,K.C. V.O. MMP. 


&C., BC. , BC. 
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Seertiey of State’t —Deepateh No. Sexst 
G@iwt fp 792, 


Downing Street, 


-& 
|) + Move le. 1083 


I have the honour to transmit to you 





spent ft AT 


jn yo 
the papers noted below on the subject of 6 





ca Pahnlcs Pontes 


dyna 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble servant, 


The High Commissioner p Ce x Ci oe 


fo Cab ~ hoe 








Date 


nf OeGh. Fre 4 Bom gee 


S Moc —le. fe a 


m1 1/8 He Se GpLis 








ae 
» 
copy. 
PORSICH OFFICE, 
8.9.1. 
EB. 4006/4006/65. 27th October, 1933, 


I am directed by Secretary Sir John Simon to 
invite a reference to Foreign Office letter No.W,11003/4548 « 
of the 6th October, enclosing @ copy of a report by the 
Representative of Czechoslovakia on the work of the Twenty- 
Third Session of the Permanent Mendates Commission, end 


perticulerly to the passage on pages 7 and & of that 





report, re; g the Syrie-Pelestine frontier. 


2 The Secretary of Stete considers that, as this 





report hes presumably been edopted by the Council, the 
two Mandatory Powers will probably be obliged to 
communicate the Palestine-Syria frontier agreement to 
the Council for their approval, He therefore proposes, 
subject to the concurrence of Secretary Sir Philip 
Cunliffe-Lister, to instruct His Majesty's Ambassador 
at Paris, with reference to Lord Tyrrell's despatch 


No. 714 of the 24th May, 1932, @ copy of wnich was 





enclosed in Foreign Office letter No.E 2575/1614/65 of 
the 1st June, 1952, to ack the French Government 
informlly for sn expression of their views es to the 
next step to be taken in the matter, 


I am, etc., 





(Sga.) C.P.A, Warner, 


The Under-Secretary of State, 


Colonial Office. 














18188 BZ, 


Sar, 


Cunliffe-Lister to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter ¥o. B. 4006/4006/65 of the 27th october 
regarding the Gyrie-Palestine frontier and to Fequest 
you to infors Seeretary Sir John Simon that he 
Sonsurs in the proposal to instruct His Majesty's 
dmbassador at Paris to avk the Prench Government 
informally for an expression of their views as to the 
next step to be taken in the matter. 


240 


js Movenber = 8 


I om directed by Seoretary Sir Philip 


I ea, 
Sir, 
Your moot obedient servant, 


(Signed) 0, C. R. WILLIAM 





THE UNDER SSCRSTARY OF STATE, 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 








(ENT OF PALESTio~ 


BAAN 
SSEORETARY’S OFFIOE 
ae SeRSALEM 
C. 1933 
Reference th pia srespondence | 








Secretary of SUS Despatch Ho. Sart 





ey Ce 19S Nw bew 





Deut ks 
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Downing Street, 


. VE Menke 1083 
b 
Sir, 
T have the honour to transmit to you 
fro ques hfe be ms ooh 
PeBiatcs 


the papers noted below on the subject of la Sy~s~a = 





fo 


1 have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble servant, 
The High Commissioner a Z / Ie 
LLYN lor 
for Fbnbin prK : 
. ee 


Date Description, 


Of Pave tae x7. Represernlitic Maas 





De eatt 





> { Sle 








Ro. 1g PORPTOW OFFICH, ° Felis 
6 
(= 6969/400¢/68) “Hy 3 p> ——__aaet mwoventer, 1938. 
——— 
My Lord, 


With reference to Your Lordship's despatch No» 
114 (531/2/32) of May 24, 1998, = have to inform you that 
the report of the Czechoslovak lepresentative on the 25ra 
nesnion of the Permanent Mandates Commtaeton (League 
Document Wo. C 495.19%3.VI) contains the following paceage 
concerning the frontier between Palestine and Syria and the 
Lebanont~ "The Commission's observations on the 
‘dzinistration of "aleetine contain a rertnder of the 
“promise given at the Counci] of January Soth, 1938, by 
"the reoresentatives of Vrance and the United Kingdom 
“regarding the western section of the frontier between 
“Syria and Palestine. The tro Mandatory "owers concerned 
“will, I feel sure, communteate for approval at the 
“earliest possible date the agreement relating to that 
“eeetion of the frontier". 

2. The report of the Czechoslovak ‘epresentative 
has now been adopted by the Council of the League of Nations+ 
Tn these ciroumetances tt seexe probable that tt will be 
necessary for the two mandatory Powers to comiunteate to 
the® Counet? for their approval the agreement concerning 
the Palestine-Syria frontier which was completed by the 
notes exchanged between His Majesty's Government and the 
French Government on the 7th March, 1925, In the first 
inetance, however, I shall be glad if you will approach 

the/ 
Mis "xcellency 
The Hight Nonourable 
LOrd TYPPOll, Bela eGey Kel edey 
BRO, CtCry eter, 
Paria. 


Pema cee ee te ae Ae 











the Prench Sovernnent informally, drawing thetr attantt on 
to the recommendation of the ersanent Mandates Comefeeton, 
and apoertein their views as to the next step to be taken 
in thie aatter. 
an, with great truth and respect, 
My Lora, 
Your Emellency’s obedient Servant, 


(vor the retary of State 
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Sir, 


eiferniaton, a copy of 
the popers noted below on the subject of Tha Woreermunt velaticg & 


Yh, sealer Seclin: f] He font flee Ga 
and faleotiie 


I have the honour to be, 


, Sir, 





ost obedient, humble servant, 


The High Commissioner 4, phic : 
fr Pele lins ee ae 


for the Secretary of State) 
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A723 
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2? fanuony T° = 
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~ 
+ qh 7875/ 4006/60 


PORALGS OFFICL, 
Sede 
oth December, 1945. 






Sir, 

Sith reference to foreign Office lester 
Bo. % 6907/4006/65 of the Sera Hovenver, I am directed by 
Seoretery Sir John Simon to transait to you, to be leid 
before Secretary Gir Philip Cunliffe-Lieter, the 
eccompenying copy of « Seupatch from Bis Majesty's 
Aabaseedor at Poris regerding the proposed communication 
to the Council, for approval, of the agreement releting 
to the western section of the frontier between Syrie and 
Polestine, 

2. The Secretary of Stete concurs in the view of 
the French Governsent th=t the promise given by the 
srench and United Aingéom representatives to the Council 
of the Leegue of Hations on January 40, 1982, should now 
de implemented, but conpidere thet this can beat be done 
by meane of an identic note rather then of « joint note 
trom the tuo governments to the ceoretary General of the 
League of Nations, He hee accordingly hed prepered a 
Graft note te the Secretary Jeneral, o copy of which is 
enclosed, and would propose, subject to the coneurrence 
of Sir Philip Gunliffe-Lister, to request Hie Majesty's 
Ambassador et Zerie te submit it te the Freneh Governnent 
for their approval, 

ios, 


oir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


The Under secretary of State, 
Colonial Office. 


AA Maa 2 RD) oo cel aie aiaeille seen Ue 














LORY : 
ae oe BRITISH EMBASSY, 
(943/2/33. 

PARIS, 


25th November, 1953, 


Sir, 

In obedience to tne instructions contained in 
your despatch No, 1811 (£ 6957/4006/55) of the 2let 
instant, I enquired to-day at the Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs what they thought the next step should be in the 
light of the reminder, contained in the report of the 
Czechoslovak representative on the 23rd session of the 
Permanent Mandates Commission, of the promise given 
by the United Kingdom and French delegates to the 
Counc4l of the League on January 30th, 1952, regarding 


the communication, for approval, of the agreement 





relating to the tern section of the frontier between 





Syria and Palestine as completed by the exchange of 
notes between His Majesty's Government and the French 
Government of the 7th March, 1923. = 
2. The Director of the Afrique et Levant 

Department, to whom my enquiry was addressed, replied 
that in the circumstances he agreed that the promise 
should be implemented; he thought that this might best 
be done by means of a joint letter from the two govern= 


ments. He had, however, no very fixed ideas as to 





procedure, and the French Goverment will,I think, be 
ready to adopt any method which may commend itself to 
His Majesty's Government. 
I have, etc., 
(Sgd.) ‘TYRRELL, 
The Right Honourable 


Sir John Simon, G.C.S.I,, K.C.V.0., 
etc., etc., etc, 

















An 
Cc ° 
t x 

















QOPY. @ z 
eh 
(B 105/108/65) 2 "/1/,, FOREIGN OFFICE, 8.¥.1. 
No. 58. Beet 10th Jenuery, 1934. 
ee 
My Lord, 





With reference to YouPLordship's despatch 

No. 1689 (948/2/55) of November 26th last regarding the 
proposed communication to the Council of the Teague of 
Nations, for approval, of the agreement relating to the 
western section of the frontier between Syria and Palestine, 
I have to inform you that His Majesty's Government in the 
United Kingdom concur in the view of the French Government 
that the promise given by the French and United Kingdom 
representatives to the Qouncil of the League of Nations 

on January Oth, 1932, should now be implemented. 

2. His Majesty's Government consider, however, that 
this can best be done by means of an identic note rather 
than of a joint note, from the two governments to the 
Secretary-General of the League of Nations. I tranemit 
to you the accompanying draft of such an identic note and 
shall be glad if you will ascertain and report whether the 
French Government concur in its terms end, if so, the date 
on which they propose that it should be despatched to the 
Secretary-General of the League of Nations. 

I am, etc. 
(Por the Secretary of State) 
(Signed) 0.F.A. WARNER. 


His Excellency 
The Right Honourable 
Lord Tyrrell, G.0.M.G., K.C.B., 
etc., etc., etc., 
Paris. 











Copy. 
B.7275/40%6/ 65. 


he Seoretary-General, 
League of Nations. 





sir, 

I am directed by His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for Poreign 
Affairs to invite a referenceto page 6 of 
the minutes of the 76th Session of the 
Council (League Document No.0/76th Session/ 
P.¥.3(1)), from which His Majesty's 
Government in the United Kingdom observe 
that the report of the Representative of 
Gsechoslovakia on the work of the Permanent 
Mandates Commission during ite 25rd@ Seasion, 
which was adopted by the Council, contained 
the following passage: "The Commi saton's 
observations on the adwinistration of 
Palestine contein a reminder of the promise 
given at the meeting of the Council on 
January 30th, 1932, by the representatives 
of Prance and the United Kingdom regarding 
the western section of the frontier between 


Syria and Palestine. ‘The two mandatory 


Powers 











Powers ggneemed will, I feel sure, 

Coumunicste for spproval at the earliest 

possible date the egreewent relating to 

that seotion of the frontier". 

2. His Mejesty's Government presume 

that the promise which Monsieur Osusiy had 

in mind is that recorded on pege 6 of the minutes 
of the Sixty-Sixth Session of the Council (League 
Document No. C. 66th Session/P.¥.7(1)). The 
United Kingdom representative then stated thet 

he had just been inforwed thet the formal 
approval of the Council had never been sought 

for the weatern ction of the trontior, 

dividing Syria and the Lebanon from Palestine, 
which was delimited in)1923. Viscount Ceoil 
added that His Mejeaty's Government would lose 

no time in emmining this question in consultation 
with the French Government, and, if any necessary 
measures had been overlooked, the appropriate 
ection would be taken, in agreement with the 
?rench Government, to remedy the omission at a 
future session of the Council. ‘The President, 


who 








who wee the French representative, 
essociated himself with the statement mad 
by the United Kingdom Representative. 

3. Tn accordance with this promise 
the question was immediately examinedby 
the French Government and His Majesty's 
Governuent in the United Kingdom who 
reached the conclusion that no necessary 
measures on their part had in fact been 
overlooked. No steps were therefore 
taken again to bring the matter before the! 
Council. 

4. Nevertheless, in view of the 
fect that themetter has been raised both 
in the Mandates Commission and in the 
report of the rapporteur which was adopted 


by the Council, His Majesty's Government 





in the United Kingdom, in deference to 
the wishes of the Council, but without 
prejudice to their views on the somewhat 
difficult legel question involved, are 


sled in this case to take the Zormel step 


of 














nh March, 1923 between 


nent 





and His Majesty's 








Secretary of State's 
sant aaciceeds 
s 

qe FoF frwne 


Despatch Bo. > 





(> 
Downing Street, 


Fe breae, 1084 





T have the honour to transmit to you 


for qt nfo abe ps cory 7 


' 


the papers noted below on the subject of 2 retzpoantn. & & 


‘ 2 : Im haw Cane 
bang 7 Mm lcnis of US Syrcn ~ Phe 


damit, Seetbnnl 9 9723 
U have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obediont, humble sercant, 
The High Commissioner %, a ay 5 
for Palak ee. 


(for the Secretary of State) 





Date Deseription 





eF Jonny Deere Jim, Raprosentabu., Pans 





GF 2h 
Pa 
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No.194. British Bubassy, 
6 136/4/34). Paris, 
30th January, 1934. 


Sir, 

With reference to your despatch No.58 (R 105/105/ 
65) of January 10th, relative to the proposed communication 
to the Council of the League of Nations, for approval of 
the Franco-British apreement relating to the western 
section of the frontier between Syria and Palestine, I 
have the honour to inform you that the text of the identio 
note, which it is sugested should be addropsed to the 
Secretary-General of the Leazue by His Majesty's and 
the French Governments, meots in general with the approval 
of the latter. 4A copy of the French version of the note 


6 enclosed herein, 


a. In preparing a French translation of the Buglish 
text the Ministry for Poroign Affsirs have informed Hia 
Majesty's imbassy that they hove been obliged at the 
beginning and ond of the note to depart slightly from the 


(4< English version in order to accord with French adniniotra- 


tive practice. I trust nonetheless that you will consider 
the two dreft notes sufficiently similar for the purpose 
in view and in that case I shall be glad to learn on what 
date you would propose to address the British communication 
to the Learue in order that the French version may be 
despntched simultaneously bearing the same dote. 

I hnvo ete., 


(Sd) 8.H.Cempbell. 


The Right Honourable , 
Sir John Sinon, G.0.5.1.,K.0..0.,M.P. 


etc., etc., eta. 








Monsieur le Secrétaire Général, 

Le Gouvernement de la Rénnblique @ eu son 
attention appelée sur un passage du rapport que le 
Représentent de la Tohécoslovaquie a soumis eu Gonseil 
et fait adopter par lui sur les travaux de la Commission 
Permanente des Mandats au cours do sa vinet-troisitia session, 
Oe passage, reproduit & la pagé 6 du procts-verbal de la 
76bne session du Gonseil (dooument 0,76° sosaion ~ P.V.3 
(1), est le suivent: 

"Les observations de 1# Goumission sur l’administra- 


tion de 1s Palestine contionnent un rappel de le promesse 





faite & le aéance du Conseil du 30 jonvier 1932 par les 
représentants de le France et du Royaume Uni relative @ 
ls partio ooctdentale de la frontiére ontre 1a Syrie et le 
Palestine. Je ne doute pas quo les deux puissances 
wandataires ne conmuniquent pour approbation, dans le plus 
bref délai poseible, l'accord relatif & ce secteur de 
la frontiare". 

Le jromesse A laquelle M.Osusky so référait on 
cos termes ost apparemment celle qui figure 4 le page 6 
du procas-verbal de le 66° session du Conseil (document 
0.66° session P.V.7.(1). Le représentont du Royaume-Uni 
avait alors déclaré que, suivant un ronseignement qui 
venait de lui parvenir, 1'approbation officielle du 
Conseil ntavait jamais 6¢¢ sollicitée pour la partie 
occidentale de la frontidre entre 1a Syrie at le Liban 
et ls Palestine, délimités en 1923, Lord Qecil avait 


ajouté 





























ejouté que son Gouvernement allait, sans perdre de 


temps, examiner la question evec le Gouvernement frangais et 


que, si des dispositions indispensables avaient étéomises, 
les mesures nécessaires seraient prises, d'accord avec ce 
gouvernement, pour femédier & cette omission lors d'une 
session ultérieure du Conseil. 

En exécution de cette promesse, los Gouvernemonts 
britannique et francais ont aussitdt procédé de concert 
@ un examen de l'affsire. Get examen les @ conduits @ la 


aucune 
conviction qu'ils n'avaient, quant & eux, aépli¢é’ des 


dispositions indispensables en l'occurrence. Aucune initiatiy, 
nta en conséquence été prise par les deux Gouvernements pour 
saisir A nouveau le Conseil. 

Le Gouvernement de la République veut cependant 
tenir coupte des observations formulées tant pear la Commission 
permanente des Mandats que par le representant de 1a 
Tehéco-Slovaquie dans son rapport qui a été adopté per le 
Conseil, ot déférer au désir axpriné per le Conseil lui-méme. 
Tout en réservant expressément sa maniére de voir sur la 
question de droit qui pout preter seontroverse, il accepte 
de sowettre A l'approbation formelle du Conseil l'accord 
conclu le 7 mars 1923 entre la Grande-Bretagne et la rence 
pour la délimitation des frontiéres entre le Syrie, lo Liban 
et la Palestine. 

J’ai I"honneur de wous fsire parvenir ci-joint en 
vue de catte procédura, un exemplaire certifid conforme du 
dit accord. 

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur le Secrétaire (énérel, 


ute considération. 


les assurances de ma hi 














‘ 


No.@1, 
(@ 756/105/6' 


R.H. Campbel 


ete., 


Foreign Office, S.M. 








6th Pebrusry, 19 





I have received your despatch No.194 (136/4/34) 
of 30th January enclosing a oopy of the Wrench version of 
the note to be addressed by His Majesty's Government and 
the French Government to the Secretary-(General of the 
League of Nations in regard to the Franco-British 


arraonent relating to the western section of the 





frontier between Syria and Palostine. 


2. I pm advised that, although the last sentence of 


paragraph 2 of the draft note enclosed in my despatch 
No.58 of 10th January is not reproduced in the French 
Government's draft note, the two drafts are sufficiently 
sinilar for the purpose in view. TI shall be lad if 
you will inform the French Governwent accordingly. adding 
thet the note from His Majesty's Government will be 
despatched on the 15th Febmiary. 

T ax etc., 

For the Secratary of State. 


(Sd) 6.F.A.Werner. 


1, eq. 





ote., 


Paris. 
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Sir, 
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The High Commissioner 5 ee 
4, Wy af 
aol ee 


bp fh-Ls 


(for the Secretary of State) 





Date Desc riptic 











(& 766/206/66) +f 77, © 22 18S IVLOK, Beles 
ee 16th Pebruarz, 1934. 


oss, 
I op Gircoted by His Majesty's rrinoipal scorotary of 
State for Foreign Affoire to invite a reference to page 6 
of the minates of the 76th deosion of the Council (League 
Document Hoe C/76th sesoion/?.VeZ(1)), from which lis 
Kojeoty'e Covernent in the Unite? ington observe that the | 
report of the Representative of Srechoolovakia on the work of 
the Tormonent tentates Comaiseion Guring ito Sera sesoion, 
which vas adopted by the Oounosl, oanteined the folloning 
Daseages "Fhe Conctesion's observations on the administration 
“of Taleetine contains 3 reminéer of the promise given m the 
"moting of the Council on Goth January, 1922, dy the 
“reprecentotives of Pranoe cnd the United Kinclom regord ing 
"tha vostern seotion of the frontier betreen Syria and 
syoleotings The two mantatery Towers concerned will, 1 fcc] 
“eure, oomeunicote for aprrorol at the carlicat poosibl: 
"date the agreement rolotince to that seotion of the frontier". 
2 «8 Mafeaty*e Governwnt presume that the promice | 
which Monsieur Oeweky hod in mind ic that recorded on pare 6 
of tho mimtees of the 66th 3ceesion of the Council (Leaque 
Document MoeC.G6th Sesgion/r.eV¥e7(1)}e Pho United Kingion 
representative then etatec that he hod just boen informed 
that the formal opproval of the Counoil hod never deen 
songht for the western section of the frontier, dividing 4 
Syria ané the Lebanon from Palestine, which mao delimited 
An seve 








~ 


The Seoretary General, 
Leame of Nations, 
cenevas 











in 1928, Viscount Ceoll ofded that Hie Haj 
would lose no time in examining this question in consultation 
with the Prenoh Government, and, if any neo-ssary mensureo 
haf been overlocked, the appropriate astion would be taken 
in agreement with the Pronch Goverment, to remedy tho 





omission at 1 future session of the Council. The ireeident, 
who wag the Pronoh representative, asooointed himself with the 
atatomont mate by tho United Zinglom representatives 

a IN accordance with thie promise the question woo 
immdiotoaz examined by the Nrench Governmont ond tlio 
Hajecty'a Government in the United Kinglom who reached tho 
oonoluoion that no necoosary mesoures on their port had in 
fnot boon overdo kod. io stops were therofore taken arain to 
bring the matter hofore the Council, 

a Nevertholess, in viow of the fect thst the matter 
hag been raiecd both in the Mandates Commignion and in the 
report of the rapporteur whioh wae adopted by the Council, 
Mio Majesty's Government in tho United Zingdom, in dezerenco 
to tho wishes of the Counoil, but without prejudice to their 
viows on tho somewhat O4ffionlt local question involved, aro 
Giod in thio case to take the formal stop of commaloating a 
copy of the Agreomont coneluged on tho 7th Maroh, 1923 
betweon the French Governmoont and Hie Mojoatz’s Soverment in 
the tnitee Kingdom for tho approval of the Counodle 

I om, 
oir, 


Your obedient servant, 
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Sir, 
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The High Commissioner 





Yh weer 
YO Bias 
fr Cahn 











er Kap Naibsteg 

















gor ¥ League of Nations, 
(e 75/108 65) °° 9 Gcheva. 
64 /9700/6250 - Sth varch, 1954, 
ae 
Sir, 


I have the hanour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter No. BR 756/106/65, dated February 16th, 1934, 


communicating, for the approval of the Council, a copy of 





the Agreesent concluded on March 7th, 1923, between the 
Governmente of the United Xingdom and Prance conceming 
the Western Section of the Prontier between Syria and the 
Tebanon on the one hand, and Palestine on the other, 

Tshall not fail to ciroulate your letter and its 
annexes, together with a letter from the French Government 
on the same subject, to the Couneil for ite consideration, 
and to take the necessary steps to have the question 
placed on the provisional agenda of the next ordinary 
session of the Council. 

I have, ete., 
(sea) 


Secre tary-General 


The Right Honourable 
The Secretary of State for Foreign \ffairs, 
Poreign Office, 
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LEAGUE OF NapTous. 
(Communicated to 0.114,1934.VI. 


le Counc . / 
Genéva,Keroh 5th, 1934, 





MANDATES. 


ERONTIER BETWEEN SYRIA AND PALESTINE (WESTERN SECTION). 





Note by the Seorstary-General. 


The Secretary-General has the honour tn circulate, 
for the oonsiderntion of the Council, letters from the 
United Kingdom Government and from the French Government, 
dated February 15th, 1934, by which the two Governments 
submit for the approval of the Council the Agreement 
omeluded in Paris on March 7th, 1923,* batween the United 
Kingdom and France concerning the delimitation of the 
Western Section of the Frontier between Syria and the 


Lebanon on the ome hand, and Palestine on the other. 





* The text of this Agreement is to be found in the Treaty 
Series .f the League of Nations, Volume XXII, 1924, 
No,565, prges 363 to 373, 
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1. Letter from the Go: 


London, February 15th, 1934. 
To the Secretary-Genersl 
of the Leegue & Nations. 





I am directed by His Ms jesty's Principal Secretary of 


o 


State for Foreign Affairs to invite a reference to page 6 of the 





minutes of the 76th Session of the Council (League Document 


No. ¢/76th Session/P.V.3 2)» srom which His M ‘s Government 





in the United Kingdom observe that the report of the Represente- 


tive of Czechoslovakia on the work of the Permanent Mandates 


Conmission during its 23rd Session, which was edopted by the 





Council, contsii "The Commission's 





the following 








“bservations on the administration Palestine contain a 





"reminder of the promise given et the meet: of the Council on 





"30th January, 1932, by the representatives of France and the 





"United Kingdom regarding the western section of the frontier 


"between Syria and Palestine, The two mandatory Powers concerned 


roval et the earliest 





"will, I feel sure, communicate for ep, 





"possible date the agreement relating to thet section of the 
"frontier". 


2. His Me 





jesty's Government presume thet the promise which 
Monsieur Osusky had in mind is that recorded on psge 6 of the 


ssion of the Council (Teague Document 
2) 


minutes of the 66th S 





No.C.66th Session/P.V.7(1)). The United Kingdom representa- 
tive then stated that he had just been informed that the formal 
approval of the Council hed never been sought for the western 


section of the frontier, dividing Syria and the Lebanon from 





Note by the Secretary-General: 
1) See 





iciel Journal, November 1933 (first part), psge 1522. 





cond part), pages 505-506. 


2) See Official Journel, ilarch 19ge (s 














ate 


Palestine, which was delimited in 1925, Viscount Cecil added 
that His ajesty's Government would lose no tims in examining 
this question in consultation with the French Government, 
end, if any necessery meesures had been overlooked, the 
appropriate action would be taken in efroement with the French 
Government, to remedy the omission st a future session of the 
Couneil. The President, who was the French representative, 
associated himself with the stetement made by the United 
Kingdom representative. 

3. In accordance with this promise the question was 
inmedistely examined by the French covernment and His Majesty's 
Government in the United Kingdom who reached the conclusion 
that no necessary measures on their part had in fact been 
pverlooked. Mo steps were therefore teken ogain to bring the 
matter before the Council. 

4. Nevertheless, in view of the fact that the matter 
hes been raised both in the Mandates Commission and in the 
report of the Rapporteur which wes adapted by the Council, 
His Majesty's Government in the tMmited Kingdom, in deference 
to the wishes °f the Council, but without prejudice to their 
views on the somewhat difficult legal question involved, are 
gled in this case to take the formel step of cnsmunicating 6 
copy of the Agreement concluded on the 7th March, 1923, 
between the French Government and His Majesty's Government 


in the United Kingdom for the approval of the-Council. 


(Signed) G.W. RENDEL. 











2. Letter from the French Government. 





(Translation) Paris, February 15th, 1934. 


To the Secretery-Generel 
ue of Netions. 





s had its ettention drewn to 





The French Gover: 





& passege in the report submitted by the representative of 


uuncil end sdopted by it on the work of 





Czechoslovekie to the 


n during its twenty-third 





the Permenent Mendetes Commi 





session, This pe , Which is reproduced on page 6 of the 





Minutes of the Seventy-sixth Session of the Council (Document 
(2) 
C/7€th Session/P.V.3 (1)), is as follows: 


he Commission's observetions on the sdministration 





of Palestine uontain a reminder of the promise given 


ing of the Council on Jenusry 30th, 1932, 





at the me 





ance and the United 





by the representatives of F 
Kingdom regerding the western section of the frontier 


between Syria and Palestine. two mandatory Powers 





will, I communicate for approvel at the 





earliest possible date the egreement relating to that 


section of the frontier". 


The promise to which M. Osusky referred in these terms 
is presumably thet recorded on page 6 of the Minutes of the 
Sixty-sixth Session of the Council (Document C.66th Session/ 


(2) 
P.V.7(1)) . The United Kingdom representative then stated that 





Note by the Secretary-Gener: 
.(1) See Official Journal, 
(2) See Official Jour 


cvember 1953 (First Part), p.1322. 
jarch 1932 (Second Pert), pp+505-506. 

















=§ = 


he had just been informed that the formel approval of the Council 





hed never been sought for the western section of the frontier, 


dividing Syria and the Lebonon from Palestine, which wes delimited 





in 1923, Viscount Cecil added thet his Government would lose no 
time in exemining this question in consultation with the French 


ures hed been overlooked, the 





Government and, if any necessary me 





appropriate action would be token, in sgreoment with the French 


Government, to remedy the omission at 5 future session of the 





Council. 


In sccordance with this promise, the question was 





immediately examined by the British Government tgether with the 


ched the conclusion 





French Government, and the two Governments r 
thot no necessary mensures on their part hed in fact been over- 
looked. No steps were therefore taken by the two Governments to 
bring the mrtter ngoin before the Council. 


The French Government nevertheless desires to take into 





recount the observations made both by the Permanent Mendetes 
Commission and by the Czechoslovsk representative in his report, 
which was adopted by the Council, and to necede to the wishes of 


the Council itself. While expressly r rving its views on the 





legel question which may give rise to controversy, it is 





prepired to submit the Agrecncnt concluded on Merch 7th, 1923 
between Great Britein ond France for the delimitation of the 
frontiers between Syria, the Lebenon ond Palestine, for th 
formal approval of the Council. 


Ihave the honour to communicate to you herewith 


1) 
certified true copy of the said Agreement for this purpose. 





For the Minister for Foreign Affoirs 
and by delegation: 


(signed) Alexis LEGER 
French Ambassador, 
Secre tary-General. 





1) Note by the Scoretery-General: See note on page 1. 
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE, 
1845434. JERUSALEM. 
Despatched 
(Date nd Tine Receiv 19656346 


(ate and Time) 








No.163 Confidential. — patea 


Following for Hall. Begins, 

League of Nations Council have referred for 
advice to Fereanent Mandates Commission, Anglo-French 
Agreement of 7th March,1923 as to the Poelestine-Syrian 
frontier, Catastini anticipates that Comission will 
h ask Why time fixed by the 1923 Agreement does not 
folbow line} of the 1920 Convention. Past correspondence 
18 being examined here but you jnay like to bring with 
| you-any relevant information available locally, ends, 






















oe Note on variations between the frontier between 

Palestine and Syria as laid down in the Anglo - French 

Convention of the 28rd December, 1920, end the Anglo - 

4 Prench Agreenent of the 7th March, 1923, regarding the 
Boundary between palestine and syria. 





A Commission was appointed in 192] "to trace on 
the spot the boundary line laid down in Article 1" (of the 
1920 Convention) “between the French and British mandatory 
territories". Por the Palestine - Syrien section of the 
frontier the British meubers were Lieut.Colonel Newcombe 
and Captain Srunton, and the chief Prench Commissioner was 
Lieut.Colonel Paulet. 








2. At the tine when the appointment of the Commission 





was under consideration, in the hope that by sone local 














- or rasan bargain during delimitation a better frontier night be 
8 OF 1.4622. obtained, Hie la jesty's Governnent secured the agreement of — 
the Prench Goverment that the delinitation should be 
comlucted in accomiance with the provisions of article 29 
of the Treaty of Sevres, the relevant portion of which 
reads as follows: 
Boundary Commissiong,whose composition is or will _ 
be fixed in the present Treaty or in Treaties supplenenta: 
thereto, will have to trace these frontiers on the gr 















They shall have the power, not only of fixing th 
portions which are defined ss "a line to be fixed on the 
ground", but also, if the Commission considers it necesss' 
of revising in matters of detail portions defined by 
‘They shall 
endeavour in 811 cases to follow as nearly as possible 


administrative boundaries or otherwise. 


the descriptions given in the Treaties, taking into accoun' 
as fur es possible, administrative boumleries and local 
econoaic interests. 














4 A @imiler provision ie included in article 5 of the 


Treaty of Lausanne, 


ee Ae vegards the actual divergencies between the 
lines of 1920 ani 1925, the frontier may be considered 
in five sections, 
(a) Prom Ras en Nequre to Netulla. 
‘The saps available show that the Yedis El Boubleh, 
(8a Doubbeh) and Re Zerka, remmin in Syrie, and the 





Yadis Kerkera and Pars remain in Palestine as leid down 
in the 1920 Convention. ‘The Yedi Horoun (Palestine) 
end Yedi €1 Aioun (Syris) mentioned in the Convention, | 
cannot at the moment be identified. south of Netulls 
the present boundary follows generally the watershed 
Detween the Jordan (Huleh) and the Liteni. 

It appears therefore that the 1923 frontier in this 
section follows generally the line leid down in 1920, 
Any minor variations appear to be due to the desire 


t | from 
ae to of the Commission to avoid, as far as possible, the 


ener oe: ot oi, @ivieion of the lands of @ village. 
(>) Prom Metulla to Banias. 

In this section the 1925 boundary follows the path 
from Metulleh to Banias, leaving the path entirely in 
Syrian territory. It is therefore in accormiance with 
the 1920 Convention. 

(e) yrom Banias to the Northern teins of Lake Tiberte: 

There is a noticeable divergence between the two 
lines in this section. That of 1920 follows » track 
in @ generelly south-south-easterly direction to Skek, 
thence approximately southwards to the sources of the 
Vedi Jeraba, ond thence along the course of this Wadi 
to Lake Tiberias following ite nore eastern south 
known as Yedi Messadiys. The 1925 frontier follows o 


line considerebdly to the west of the foregoing, 
leaving Banias in @ south-westerly diresction and 





Under Secretary 
of State of 


15.6.81 ond 19,621, 


Lette: 

301 

Inder Secretary 
of State of 


33.6,21 and 
19466521. 


(4) 


-3- 


later following the foothills to the East of the 
Huleh plain and marsh: from the North East corner 
of Lake Huleh it follows a line slightly (600 to 200 
metres) to the East of the gastern Shore of Lake 
Huleh ond the left bank of the Jorden to where the 
Saetern mouth of the latter enters Lake Tiberias, 

The greatest distance between the two lines is 
nearly 7 kilometres: the length of the section 
(a the crow flies) ts about 39 kilometres. 

‘The object of thie change was to avoid so far as 
possible the divieion by an international boundaty 
of the lands of the Anir Mahmud @1 faour el Fadl, 
an influential landowner and Sheikh of a Beduin tribe. 
‘The 1923 line has left the whole of the Amir's land 
in Syria. 

From the North of Lake Tiberias to the point 
where the Yarnuck valley debouches on to the Jordan 
Valley Bast-South-Kaet of Samakh. 

‘The 1920 Convention envisaged a line from the 
mouth of the Wadi Massadiya, across Lake Tiberias 
to Samakh, and thence along the Southern side of the 
Railway to the Yermuck Valley. The 1925 boundary 
follows the Eastern shore of the Lake for about helt 
ite length and is then carried inland slong the 
heights parallel to the shore, lonving the villages 
of Nugeib and Samra, and the town of Semakh with the 
plain to ite Nast, wholly in Palestine. 

The object of this change wae two-fold: 

(1) by including the Leke entirely within Palestine 
navigation thereon would be under one control, 
customs frontiers would be more egoily protected and 
the evential construction of a dam at the point 
where the River Jordan iseues from the Lake would 











% not involve any international question; 
(44) Dy taking inlend the frontier on the Southern 
part of this section the lands of Abbes Effen@i of 
Haifa would be included in Palestine. The change 
also constituted a compensation to Palestine for 
the area yielded to Syria under section (c). The 
right to construct a pier at Samakh, and the 
extraterritorislity of the Railway up to Samakh 
Station, were preserved to Syria by the 1925 
Agreonent. 

{e) ‘The Yarmuk Volley. 

According to the 1920 Convention the frontier 
was to follow the valley keeping to the South of 
the Railway. The 1985 Agreenent places it on the 
Northern edge of the valley as fur ae X1 Hamne, 
where the Palestine-Gyria frontier onda. 

The reason of this change appears to have been 

Rotter. frost the possibility that it might be desired to construct 
Tater Sommerer, at @ later date a canal from #1 Hamad to Lake 
19,6, 21, Tibetias: it was aleo ascertained that the lands 


in the Velley belonged to inhabitants of Pelestine. 
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Sir, 
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Comm. 





(as 





(@. 2769/05/65) League of Nations, 


Confidential 


William Strang,Bsq., ©, 


Foreign 


Geneva, 


May 1st 1934, 


Dear ir, Strang, 

The Rapporteur for Wandates on the Council - 
the representative of Czechoslovakia - has instructed 
me to forward confidentially to the British Government 
the enclosed advance copy of his report on the Syrin= 
Palestine frontier, This question appears, as you know, 
on the agenda of the coming session of the Council (Item 14 
of the provisional agenda, Document C,132 M, 52,1934), 

In accordance with the Rapporteur's request, I 
am forwarding copies of his draft report to the French 
and Italian representatives on the Council at the same 


tim 





As a matter of fact my intention was to approach 
you on this subject through Weltere, but, as you probably 
know, he is touring the Baltic States at the moment, 

Will you kindly let me know any observations 
the British representative may make on the draft report, 
in order to enable me to forward them to the Rapporteur 
BE soon as possible, 

Yours sincerely, 


(Sea) 





Office, 


London,8, W.1. 











Gopy 


Compun iqué av 


Conseil 


bak 
G, 1954.VI. 4 
SOCIRTE DNS NATIONS, 
Genéve, le 1934, 


MANDATS, 
FRONTIERS ENTRW LA SYRIN BT LA PALESTINE-PARTIB OCCIDIV TALE. 
Projet de rapport du Représentant de la 


Tehécoelovaquie, 





Le Conseil a été prié, par une requéte conjointe des 
Gouvernements de 1a France et du Royaume-Uni, en date du 15 
février 1934, d'approuver les dispositions d'un accord reletiz 
&le frontiére entre 1a Syrie et le Liban et la Palestine, q 

Ltaccord en question a pour objet de précieer le 
tracé de 1s section occidentale de la limite entre lee territod= 
res détachée de l'ancien empire ottoman et placés cous les 
mandate du Royaume-Uni et de 1a France telle qu'elle a été 
définie dans 1a Convention franco-britannique du 23 décenivre 
1920, 

La section orientale de la ligne définie par la Conven« 
tion de 1920 = clest-A dire 1a frontiére entre 1'Irak et le 
Syrie - a été définitivement fixée par la décision du Conseil 
au 25 novembre 1932,sur 1a base du repport dune Commission 
d'étude qui avait été constituée par le Conseil a la demande 
dee deux Puiesances mandateires intéressées, et d'un avis de 
la Commission permanente dee Mandate, 


Quant A la section Syrie-Djebel Druse-Transjordanie de 





la frontidre, comprise entre les deux préeédentes, elle a fait 
l'objet d'un accord franco-britannique du 31 octobre 1931 que 
le Conseil a revétu de son approbation le 30 janvier 1932, 

A cette occasion,lesrepresetants du Royaume-Uni et 
de la France firent part de leur intention d'examiner les 
raisons pour lesquelles l'accord du 7 mare 1923, délimitant la 


section 








section occidentale de la frontiére entre les territoires 
sove mndat nlaveit pas été*soumis a l'approbation du Conseil, 
° 
° ° 

Dans leur lettre conjointe en date du 15 février 1934, 
les gouvernements de 1a France et du Royaume-Uni déclarent 
que l'examen avquel ils ont procédé*les a conduits & 1a con- 
viction qu'ils n'avaient, quant a eux, négligé aveune les dis- 
positions indispensables en s'abstenant de solliciter,a 
L'époque, l'approbation du Conseil au sujet de le section 
occidentale de la frontiére entre les territoires placés sous 


le 





Néanmoine, désirevx de tenir compte des observations 
formulées, tant par la Comission permanente des Mandats a sa 
vingt-troisidme session, que par le Conseil le 28 septexbre 
1935, et déférant au désir exprimé par ce dernier, les deux 
gouvernements ont, tout en réservant leur maniare de voir sur 
1s question de droit qu'ils estiment pouvoir préter a contro- 
verse, soumis l'accord du 7 mars 1923 a 1'approbation du 


Conseil, 


° ° 
Le texte sur lequel le Conseil est appelé A se prononcer 
est un accord de délimitation de frontidre datant de plus 
de dix ans et dont les dispositions ne paraissent avoir fait 


l'objet d'acune objection, ni des populations intéressdéec, ni 





Etats tiers, ni de membres du Conseil, et n'avoir eouleyé 
aucune critique de la part de la Commission permanente des 
Mendats, 

En effet: lorsqu'il approuva, le 30 janvier 1932, la 
section centrale de la méme frontiére, le Conseil prit ea 


résolution 














résolution dans les termes suivants: 


"Le Conseil, 






"Considérant que, dans leur accord du 31 octobre 1931, 
le Grande-Bretagne et la France ont établi un tracé 
de frontidére qu'il a toutes raisons de croire conforme 
aux intéréts des populations confiées 4 leur mandat; 

"Considérant que, dans ces conditions, et vu 
l’intérét qui s'attache & un réglement imnédiat de la 
question il ne paraft pas indispensable de saisir la 
Commission permanente des Mandats dont, dans d'autres 
circonstances, il n’avrait pas manqué de recueillir 
lL avis; 

"Donnant suite & 1a démarche conjointe des 
Gouvernemente britannique et frangais; 

"“Approuve l'Accord du 31 octobre 1931 relatif a la 
frontiére Syrie-Djebel Druse-Transjordanie". 

Les raisons d'urgence qui motivérent cette résolu- 


tion n'étant pes invoquées dans le cas présent, je proposerai av) 





Conseil de donner A la Coumission permanente des Mandates 

L'oceasion d'exeminer si le tracé’de frontidre fixé par la 
Convention franco-britannique du 7 mare 1925 appelle de sa 
pert des observations relatives a l'exéeution des mandats. 

Av cas oD le Conseil ferait siennes les considéra- 
tions qui précddent, je lui provoserais d'adopter la résolution 
suivante: 

"Le Conseil, 

*Donnant suite ala requéte conjointe des 
gouvernements de 1e France et du Rotaume-Uni, Puis- 
eances mandetaires pour 1@Syrie et la Palestine, 

"Se déclare disposé 8 examiner, aux fins 
dtapprobation, 1’Accord franco-britannique du 7 mars 
1923 qui détimite 1a section occidentale de 1a 
frontiére définie par la Convention du 23 décembre 


1920; "Invite 








OEE ee ee ee 





omission p: iente des 


dans le plus bref 





la tracé fixé par ledit 





l'exécution des mandats; 


"Rt prie coneéquence le Secrétaire 








communiquer a la Coiimiseion permanente des Mandate la 
jocumentation soumise par les gouvernements de la 


France et du Royaume-Uni, ainsi que le procés-verbel 


de la présente séance du Conseil", 








Pe tk, , nis) 


‘OOF 
e 
(g 2973/105/65) 


By, 


Paine OFFICE, 8.¥.1. 


10th Mey, 1934, 


My dear Campbell, 

When your letter No. 1586/13/34 of the 8th May 
reached te we were considering what attitude we should 
take up towards the proposal that the Franco-British 
egreement, about the Syria-Pelestine frontier should be 
referred to the Permenent Mendates Commicsion. 

2. This proposal was, as you kmow, first made by 
the Italiens. It hae been taken up by the Council's 
Rapporteur for mandates questions, whose draft report, 
8 copy of which I enclose, has been sent to us for our 
observations. 

3. We do not at all like the proposal thet the 
frontier egreement should be referred to the Mandetes 
Commission, but, like the Quai d'Orsay, we feel that 
we cennot actively resist the proposed reference now 
that 1t hes been suggested. The first paragraph of 
the third section of the Rapporteur'’s draft report 
does however suggest that the reference is renlly 
unnecessary, and we therefore think that the French 
snd United Kingdom delegntione at Geneva might try by 
judicious lobbying to get this useless formality 
omitted. If they succeed, well and good. If not, 
we suggest that the United Kingdom and French delegates 
might teke the opportunity when the Rapporteur's report 
comes before the Council to state that, although they 


do 
R. H. Campbell, Bsq., C.M.G. 




















Rendell, 
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und address to: ‘The Secretary. 
General, League of Nations, Geneva, 


No. tes 
ot d’adresser: M, le Secrétaire général 
de In Société des Nations, Gendve, 











GHNEVA, May 14th, 1934. 


As I know that you like to have an idea 
es to what questions are likely to arise in the course 
of your hearing es accredited representative, I think 
I should draw your attention to the following: - 

The Council of the League forwarded this 
moming to the Mandates Commission for advice the 
Franco-British Agreement of Maroh 7th, 1923, on the 
delimitation of the frontier between Palestine and 
Syria. I therefore anticipate that questione on 
verious points in connection with the frontier line, 
in partiouler on the reasons why the line fixed by 
the 1923 agreement does not follow the line of the 
1920 Convention, will be put to the accredited repre- 
sentatives for Palestine and Syria.at the coming session. 

Looking forward to the pleasure of seeing you 
in your new capacity, 


Yours sincerely, 


lik (AS 


J. H. Hall, Eeqe, D.5.0., 0.B.E., M.C., 
Chief Secretary to the Government 


of Palestine, 
The Seorétariat, 
JERUSALEM, % dy, feu, 
Palestine. “l a 
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Reference to previous corréspondence :— 
| 4 af 
| bau)» 0) 


Secretary of State's Despatch No y 
7 (2. Nag, 
/ 
- 
(2) #3 
Kd Downing Street, 
ise, 198: 

ery * 

Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit to you 


yo Yat fotmalion A Caley of 


/ 
Proukicn 


the papers noted below on the subject of Tre 


Lute Spite ane, Valake 


T have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient, humble servant, 


The High Commissioner /- Y 


Date 





Donetiption 


Leet poe Pike Legit eer 
79 ee Bc. Conds oe 


le banque of Nabine 


= 
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( 3h 
Extract from 79th Session of the League Council's Minutes. 


5409, Mandates: Frontier between ia_and Palestine 
(Western Part). 


M. OSUSKY presented the following report and 
resolution: 

"The Council has been asked, in a joint request, 
dated February 15th, 1954, from the Governments of France 
and the United Kingdom, to approve the provisions of an 
agreement concerning thefrontier between Syria and the 


Lebanon end Palestine. 

“The purpose of this agreement is to establish the 
exact line of the western section of the boundary between 
the territories detached from the former Ottoman Empire 
and placed under British and French mandates, as defined in 
the Pranco-British Convention of December 23rd, 1920. 

"The eastern section of the line defined by the 
Convention of 1920 - i.e., the frontier between Iraq and 
Syria - was finally fixed by the Council's decision of 
November 25th, 1952, on the basis of the report of a 
Commission of Enquiry which had been appointed by the 
Council at the request of the two mandatory Powers 
concerned, and also of an opinion given by the Permanent 


Mandates Commission. 

“The Syrian - Jebel Druze - Transjordan section of 
the frontier, which lies between the two sections mentioned 
above, was settled by a Franco-British Agreement dated 
October 31st, 1931, approved by the Council on January 30th, 
1932. 


"On 














“On that occasion the United Kingdom and French 
representatives signified their intention of examining 

the reasons for which the Agreement of March 7th, 1923, 
delimiting the western section of the frontier between the 
mandated territories, had not been submitted to the Council's 


approval. 


“In their joint letter of February 15th, 1934, the 
Governments of France and of the United Kingdom state that, 
after examining the question, they have reached the 
conelusion that no necessary measures on their part had been 
overlooked in refraining to ask the Council's approval at 
the time with regard to the western section of the frontier 
between the territories under their mandate, 

“Nevertheless, being anxious to take into account 
the observations made both by the Permanent Mandates 
Commission at its twenty-third session and by the Council on 
September 28th, 1935, and in deference to the wish expressed 
bythe latter, but without prejudice to their views on the 
legal question involved, which might in their opinion give 
rise to controversy, the two Governments have submitted the 
Agreement of March 7th, 1923, for the Council's approval. 

. J * 

"The text on which the Council is asked to give 
ite opinion is a frontier delimitation agreement dating over 
ten years back, the provisions of which do not seem to have 
given rise to any objection either on the part of the 
populations concerned or of third States or of Members of 
the Council, and their application does not seem to have 


occasioned any criticisms on the part of the Permanent 


Mandates Commission. 


“When 











was based are not invoked in the present case, I propose that 
the Council should give the Permanent Mandates Commission an 
opportunity of considering whether the frontier-line fixed by 
the Frenco-British Convention of March 7th, 1923, calle for any 
observations on its part in connection with the execution of 


the mandates. 


tions, I propose that it adopt the following resolution: 





"When it approved the central section of the 
same frontier on January 30th, 1952, the Council adopted 
its resolution in the following terms: 

""The Council, 

“'Considering that, in their Agreement of 
October Slst, 1951, Great Britain and France have drawn up a 
frontier-line which the Council has every reason to believe 
to be in the interests of the populations under mandate; 

"'Gonsidering that, in these circumstances and 
in view of the importance of an immediate settlement of 
the question, it does not seem essential to refer the 
matter to the Permanent Mandates Commission, whose opinion 
in other circumstances it would certainly have asked; 

“'In response to the joint request of the British 
and French Governments: 

"“'approves the Agreement of October Slst, 1951, 
regarding the Syrian - Jebel Druze ~ Transjordan frontier. '" 


“As the reasons of urgency on which this resolution 


“Should the Council endorse the foregoing considera- 


"'The Council, 

"'In response to the joint request of the 
Governments of France and the United Kingdom, the mandatory 
Powers for Syria and Palestine: 

"'Declares ite willingness to examine, with a view 
to approval, the Franco-British Agreement of March 7th, 1925, 
which delimits the western section of the frontier defined 
vy 









ree? 


‘by the Convention of December 23rd, 1920; 

“accordingly invites the Permanent Mandates 
Commission to inform it as soon as possible of its 
opinion on the line fixed by the said Agreement from 
the point of view of the execution of the mandates; 

"'Therefore requests the Secretary-General 
to communicate to the Permanent Mandates Commission the 
documentation submitted by the French and United 
Kingdom Governments and the Minutes of the present 
meeting of the Council. '" 

Mr. EDEN said that His Majesty's Government in the 
United Kingdom had taken note of the report just submitted 
‘to the Council, and did not wish to raise any objection to 
the Rapporteur's proposal. At the same time, his 
Government would itself have doubted whether, in a matter 
of that kind, a reference to the Permanent Mandates 
Commission was really necessary. 

He also desired to call attention to the 
following paragraph of the report: 

“'tThe text on which the Council is asked to 
give ite opinion is a frontier delimitation agreement 
dating over ten years back, the provisions of which do 
not seem to have given rise to any objection either on 
the part of the populations concerned or of third 
States or of Members of the Council, and their applica- 
tion does not seem to have occasioned any criticisms 
on the part of the Permanent Mandates Commission," 

M. BARTHOU strongly supported both the form and 
substance of the observations made by the representative of 


the United Kingdom. He did not see how there could be any 


objection to them and had nothing to add to them. 


The resolution was adopted. 


* * * * t 











Livarolo Lb) Cow Abo 
e y re back) (42 
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On May 14th, 1934, the Council in response to a joint 
request dated February 15th, 1934, from the Governments of France 
and the United Kingdom, the mandatory Powers for Syria and Palestine, 
declared its willingness to examine with a view to approval, the 
Franco=British Agreement of March 7th, 1923, which delimits the 
Syro-Palestinian section of the frontier between the territories 
detached from the former Ottoman Empire and placed under their 
respective mandates, as defined in the Convention of December 23rd, 
1920. To this end, the Council invited the Permanent Mandates 
Commission to inform it as soon as possible of its opinion on the 
line fixed by the said Agreement, from the point of view of the 
execution of the mandates. 

The Council is now in possession of the Commission's 
opinion, which is dealt with as a special question in the report 
at present under consideration. In this document the Commission 
notes that the Agreement of March 7th, 1923, delimits with slight 
changes the western section of the frontier line defined by the 
Convention of December 23rd, 1920. It adds that during the eleven 
years which have elapsed since the coming into force of this 
Agreement, it had had/oconsion to note any disadvantages arising 
in connection with the present frontier line from the point of 
view of the administration of the mandated territories concerned 
or from that of the interests of the local populations. The 
Commission, therefore, concludes in reply to the request contained 
in the Council's resolution of May 14th, 1933, that the line fixed 
by the Franco-British Agreement of March 7th, 1928, does not call 


for any special observation on its part. 














In these circumstances I shall propose that the 
Council give its approval to the Franco-British Agreement of 


March 7th, 1963. 











(69 


Mu ~, ) 


Minutes of the eighty-sixth Session of the 
Council of the League of Nations. 


Extract from 








BY. ots fr 








# Rs Western section of the fj tier bet 





| 


and Palestine. 


"'The Council, in response to the joint request 
the British and French Governments dated February 15th, 
1934, 

" "Considering that the Permanent Mandates 
Commission, which was consulted in accordance with the 
Council resolution of May 14th, 1934, has stated that the 
line fixed by the Franco-British Agreement of March 7th, 


1923, concerning the delimitation of the western section 





of the frontier between Syria and Palestine does not 
call for any special observation on its part: 


" ‘Approves the Agreement of March 7th, 1923, 




















OVERNMENT OF BhLESTiNE 
= , ONEF SECRETARY'S OF Pmt 
HEADQUARTEHS, — ven. cacem 


st HAI 
BRITISH ForcES*HN 
a 


GR/Pal/5762/2/c. Q7th April, 1937. 


Sir, 


I have the honour to inform you that during the 
recent Railway Protection Exercise the question was raised 
as to the location of EL HAMME Railway Station. 


It appears on available maps as within the Palestine 
frontier, but the taff and property are apparently Syrien. 


The local police and the Railway Authorities are 
divided in their opinions and the T.J.F. believe the 
station to be in Syria. 





Tt is a small point, but from the point of view of 
Internal Security it is desirable thet it should be decided, 
and I would be grateful if a ruling on the location could be 
made. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 


rasa P 
Colonel, 6.3. 


The Chief Secretary, 
Palestine Government, 


FKS/HC. 











D/144/81, 
10 vox, 1987. 


Sir, 


I am directed to refer to your letter 
Nos OR/Pal/5768/2/0 of the 27th April, 1937, 
regarding the location of £1 Manse railwoy otation, 





and to inform you that the station lies within the 
boundaries of Palestine, but that the railway enjoys 
extra-territoriality, 


ieee ae I am to enclose extracts from an Agreenent 


between His Majesty's Government and the French 


—_— Government, and a copy of an Order defining the 


Palestine - Trans-Jordan boundary, which set out 
the position in detail, 


Lom 





Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


56, MOCPY 
ist SV 


Z CHIEF SKORNTARY. 


‘The General Officer Commanding, 
British Porces in Pilestine 
and Tians-Jordan, 
Headquarters 
Jerusalem, Mp. Law 











e. 
CONFIDEN 7 
e 


oe 


TAN 
iA 


c/o 





Ing deav hha, 


The Secretery of the Palestine Partition 
Commission has asked that the Commission may be 
furnished urgently with six copies of the Bon 


Voisinage Agreement 
1936. 


I shell be much obliged if you will 


Cif Jaren 
fA 


mission to the Commission as soon as possible, 


ae 
ig 


TeVele SHAW, Esq, 
Assistant Chief Secretary. 


kindly let me have the necessary copies for trans- 


cornice or Tie’ cSmuissionen on! srEciAL DUTY 
"ros. o52, 


5 senusaion, 
‘PALESTINE. 


ee 


22nd March, 1938, 


with Syria and the Lebanon, 














Cotati. aaa A 


“¢ TELEGRAM 
to 3] /4- 4/al 


HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE, 
TRANS-JORDAN. 


Despatched 22, 12.38. 1630 ora, Received 22eL2» 5801737 bree 
1B. 12+ 38+ O72 BRM swoon i004 


From H.% Consul, Damascus. 





Ho. 7 


Please send urgently copy of frontier 
Geliwitetion map attached to Franco-Britieh 





Delisitetion Agreement cated 3ra4 February, 1992 on 
the Jyrion-Palestine frontier. 














D/Uii/ She 


‘SF Decorber» 1934. 


Sir, 

I am directed to refer to your 
tologras ioe75 of the 12th Decosber, 1938, and 
to forumd herewith as requested, a copy of the 
Prontier Delimitation map, attached to tho 
Franco-British Delimitation Agreesent of the 3rd 


Pobrurry, 1922 on the Gyrian-Palestine Prontiors 


I any 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
WI 


Y CHIRP SHORETARY. 





BETX'S CONGUL, 
BRITISH CONSULATE 
DNIASOUS. 














Ref. No. 





Telephone No. 14 


GOVERNMENT 




















e 
0/144/31 “February, 1959. 


The Chief Secretary to the Government 
of Palestine presente his compliments to the 
Under Secretary of Stute for the Colonies and 
is directed to request that he may be furnished 
with six copies of the Agreement between His 
Majesty's Government end the Prench Government 
respecting the boundary line between Syria 
and Palestine from the Mediterranean to —1 
Hammé (Treaty Series Wo.15 (1925) Omd.1910). 


Copy to District Commissioner, 
Galilee and Acre District 
(Ref. his G.391 of 26-1-39) 














GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE 5 
in mercy Al over DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS-OFFICE 
eae GALILEE"AND ACRE DISTRICT 

™ NAZARETH. 


43 February, 1939. 





lad to be furnished with 


























ay 





78096/39. 
The Under Secretary of State for the 
Colonies presents his compliments to the Chief 
Secretary to the Government of Palestine, and 
Ps with reference to hia communication of the 8th 
Yn) 


February, D/144/31, ia directed to transmit six 


copies of the document asked for therein. 





Goloniel Office, 
Downing Street, S.W.1, 


7 Y Pevruery, 1939. 


“ay 
YS 


) 











GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE = ¢ 
Oprnicr COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE 
GALILES-AND ACRE DISTRICT 


NAZARETH. 
w 
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Cable Addr, AMICOM rma” 


JRIW' "PINT ‘NP IWNG 93990 Win 

noeSpay nvepnd msarase yspraielngs 
€ THE AMERICAN ECONOMIC COMMITTEE FOR PALE: 

CENTRAL BUREAU FOR ECONOMIC INFOR 


PALESTINE OFFICE, TEL-AVIV 2aw 


57, Nachlat Benjamin St. P.O, 82. Phone 954 ost yore sew man gF BIA MIMI 31M 




















~ 


D/144/31 





fort 
January, 1940, 


Sir, 
I am directed to refer to your letter 
of the Sth January, 1940, in which you request that 
you may be furnished with copies of the various agree- 
ments concluded between His Majesty's Government and 
the Prench authorities on the subject of the boundaries 
Detween Palestine, Syria and the Lebanon, and to sug- 
geet that you should apply to His Majesty's Stationery 
Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, who 
may be able to furnish you with the ne 





sary publica- 


tions. 
Copies of the Palestine Gazette contain~ 


ing legislation regarding the reciprocal treatment of 
Palestinian citizens in Syria and the Lebanon and 
Syrians and Lebanese in Palestine should be applied 


for @irect to the Government Printer, Government Press, 





Jerusa. » You should give him an indication as to 
the subject matter of the legislation you have in mini 
and furnish particulars of the mumbers and dates of 


the Gazettes in which such legislation is to be found. 


I am, Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


CHIRY SaGaRTARY, 


Mr. . Berkowitz, 


American Hconomic Committee for Palestine, 


‘ 





PeOeBox 52, - ae 
Tel Aviv. Mr. Tattenbaum 
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January, 1940. 
D/44/s1 


Gentlemen, 
oN 


si 


I am directed to refer to your letter 


of the 1eth January, 1940) on the subject of 








agreements entered into between His Majesty's 
Government and the French authorities regarding 
the boundaries between Palestine on the one hand 
and Syria and the Lebanon on the other and to 
inform you that the information you seek is to be 
found in the following publications: 


Command 1195 Misc.Ho.4(1921) 
Command 1910 Treaty Series No.13(1923). 


I am, Gentlemen, 


Your obedient servant, 
Mr. Tattenbaun 


MP. SE 
CHIP SSCRETAL 


i» The American Sconomic Committee 























COVERN'CNT OF ps 1 
GOVERNMENT: QF,.PALESTINE, ~ 


ReGISTRY 














Chief Secretary. hk 


Subject:- Palestine Fron- 
tier with Syria 
and the Lebanon. 


A question has arisen in 
connection with Land Settlement 
as to the correct boundary of 
Palestine between Metulleh and 
Benias. In order to elucidate 
the question I should be obliged 
if you could let me see the Frendy 
text of the agreement. 


Aan 7b iumbS 


DIRECTOR OF LAND SETTLEMENT. 











maw es Moctorer, 1941. 


Director of Land Settlement, 


I am directed to refer to your letter 
No. 19/5/16 of the 1st October, 1941, regarding 
the Palestine Frontier with Syria and the 
Lebanon end to forward herewith a copy of Omd. 
Re er No.1910, Treaty Series No.15(1923) con= 
piaing the text of the Agreement between His 
Majesty's Government and the French Government 
respecting the Boundary Line between Syria and 
Palestine from the Mediterranean to El Hamme, 


2. I am to request thet this copy may be 


returned in due course. 
(pt ut Fld 
EF SECRETARY. . 














IW REPLY PLEASE QUOTE 





GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE. 


No, 18/3(15). JERUSALEM. 


S— 





Chief Secretary. 





Subject:- 


Reference: Your D, d 

a October, 1941. 
I return herewith your copy of 
Cmd. paper No.1910, Treaty Series 
No.1 (1925) conteining the text of 
the agreement between His Majesty's 
Government and the French Government 
respecting the Boundary between Syria 
and Palestine from the Mediterranean 
to El Hamme, 

I shall be obliged if you will 


acknowledge receipt. 


Fae esr 


DIRECTOR OF LAND SETTLEMENT, 





DEPARTMENT OF LAND SETTLEMENT, 


ie Frontier with 
Syria and the Lebanon. 












eB z 


0/144/51. FH Cerover, 1942. 


Director of Land settlement. 


I am directed to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter 
Ser Noe 13/3(16) of the 17th October, 
2) 1941, and to thank you for the 
"  -weturn of Omds prey Nos 1910, 
Treaty Series No,13 (1923). 


lL) wr: Full 
| Sor 


{ Mr. Lovitt 


Mr. Palper 











4 Wau, 














tis dab Brapakch mo 90 from bya , 
» VOY te Aye 














Government House, 
Nico; 





24th September, 


My Lord, 


I have the honour to 
transit in original : 
addressed to the Se of State 

—— for the Colonies which has been 
received from Dr. A. Unwin, 0-B.E., 
late Conservator of Forests in 
Cyprus. 





I have, etc. 


(Sgd)o.V. 





Acting Governor. 


The Right Honourable 
LORD MOYNS, P.C., De-0-, 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. 











PROPHITIS ELIAS MOMASTERY, 
lr. Lythrodonda. 


18th September, 1941. 


Sir, 


With reference to a Confidential Letter I 
sent in to the Palestine Government in June 1928, on 
the subject of including the Catchment Area of the 
Jordan within the boundaries of Palestine, I have the 
honour most humbly but professionally to invite your 
attention to this important matter again. 





2. As you are aware, the river Jordan rises on 
the slopes of Mount Hernon- 


3. My proposition was imply to alter the boundary 
of Palestine and Syria so as to include the Catchment 
Area of the source of the river Jordan. 


4. Since from the Bible record of olden days 

mn has elways influenced the climate of 
Palestine beneficially, I do not think it necessary to 
elaborate to you, Sir, the great meed of re-afforesting 
the Catchment Area of the source of the river JORDAN. 





Se In order to fit in with the principles of the 
present war aims, this Area could be bought by the 
British Government from the Syrien Government. 


6. From the General Water Conservation point of 
view, and Palestine's welfare, it is most necessary that 
the waters of the river Jordan should only be under 
control of one Goverment. 


I have , etc. 


(8GD) AH. UNWIN. 


His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State, 
for the Colonies, 
LONDON. 


i i a ty ee 


























Cay Colonial Office, 


Downing Street. 
wo. /0 
4 6 Movember, 1941. 


Sirs 


I have the honour to aclmowledge the 
receipt of your despatch No. 90 of the 24th 
September forwarding a letter addresesd to me by 
Dr. Acs Unwin, 0-55. late Conservator of Forests 
in Cyprus, on the subject of the inclusion of the 
catchment area of the River Jordan within the 
poundaries of Palestine. 


a I shall be obliged if you will cause 
Dr. Unwin to be informed that I have received his 
letter and am grateful for the suggestion made in it; 
that the point which he raises will not be overlooked 
if eny question of the adjustment of the northern 
frontier of Palestine should arise tut that I do not 
consider thet this question could be usefully 
raised at the presen’ time. 


I have the honour to be» 
Sirs 
Your most obedient, 
Immble servent, 





THE OFFICER ADMINISTSRING 
THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CYPRs. 





